Fabulous Dubai and Arabian Nights 2016!
February 11 – 22, 2016
ALSO - Optional Extension to Petra and the Dead Sea!

Dubai, here we come again! Our tour/cruise to Dubai and the Gulf region the past few years has been such a success we are doing it again. 
This is truly one of the most remarkable areas of the world and Dubai has long been one of my all-time favorite destinations. Many of you have seen incredible photos of Dubai, showing the world's only 7-star hotel, the world's tallest building, indoor snow skiing, the magnificent Palm Island developments, amusement parks with outdoor air conditioning, the world's most innovative architecture, the Miracle Gardens with 45 million flowers, etc., but for me a big appeal of Dubai is the contrast between ultra-modern and antiquities. It's a delight to wander the little alleyways and shops of Dubai center, stopping for a cup of tea at a little Indian teahouse. Browse the spice market and guess at the contents of the barrels and vats and vessels and take a sample from a huge mound of dates or figs. The famous Gold Souk (market) is lined with shops full of gold in every form, all at duty-free prices! The Deira market offers an extraordinary range of wares from Pashmina scarves, to carpets, brass, clothes, and souvenirs. The city is divided by picturesque Deira Creek (actually an estuary) and a crossing is by means of an abra, a traditional, wooden ferry boat that motors you from one side to the other. 

The optional extension to Petra after the Dubai tour/cruise is becoming more and more popular. We fly to Jordan where we visit the incomparable Petra (the Rose-Red City Half as Old as Time) and the Dead Sea. It is a delightful few days and will again be offered as an option in 2016 for those interested. 
See the next few pages for details of the itinerary and pricing.

 2016 Itinerary and Details: 
FEBRUARY

Thurs 11: 
Fly from the United States overnight to Dubai 

Fri 12:

Arrive Dubai in the evening. Transfer to our FIVE-STAR Sheraton Deira Creek in



the heart of Dubai for the next three nights! 

Sat 13 

Breakfast included at the hotel



9:30 a.m. Morning tour of ancient Dubai, including the old buildings at Bastakiah, the Dubai 


Museum, the Gold Market, the Spice Market, Dubai Old Town, and of course, the obligatory ride 


on the abras (ancient ferry boats) across Deira Creek. 

Lunch on your own, free time.

Late afternoon we will go on a desert safari in the big sand dunes east of Dubai, followed

by sunset dinner in a Bedouin Camp with camel rides, belly dancing and Arab crafts. 
Overnight Sheraton Deira Creek 

Sun 14: 
Breakfast included at the hotel



We will do some exploring using the stunning new Dubai Metro. We'll start with a visit to the



Dubai Mall – the world's largest mall – at the base of the world's tallest building, the Burj



Khalifa. We will take the elevator to the 124th floor of the Burj Khalifa for stunning views out



over Dubai and of the many 'tiny' skyscrapers far below us. Continue to the Mall of the Emirates



where they have indoor, downhill skiing – anyone game to try? We'll walk through the Dubai



Marina district and give you a chance to do a little swimming in the Persian Gulf!

Overnight Sheraton Deira Creek

Mon 15: 
Breakfast included at the hotel



9:30 a.m. Morning tour of Modern Dubai with its exotic architecture and outrageous 


space-age projects. We'll start with a visit to the lovely Dubai Creek Golf and Yacht Club, then



drive out onto the Jumeirah Palm Islands and make a stop at the Atlantis Hotel, the Dubai 


Marina,  the Medinat Souk, and much more.
Lunch will be an elegant High Tea included at the famous 7-star hotel, the Burj al Arab. 

This will surely be a highlight of your tour! 

Mid-afternoon we will board the RCCL Splendour of the Seas.

6:00 p.m. The Splendour of the Seas sails for Khasab, Oman.
Tues 16: 
Khasab, Oman 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m. Half Day Mountain Safari

Khasab, a tiny enclave of Oman on the top of the Arabian Peninsula, was built by the 
Portuguese in the 17th Century, and is dubbed the 'Norway of Arabia'! Our Safari to Harim 

Mountain will take us through stunning scenery as we make our way to over 5,000 feet above sea 

level. We will conclude with a stunning panorama of one of the fjords off the gulf!



The Splendour of the Seas sails at 5:00 p.m.
Wed 17: 
Muscat, Oman. Arrive 9:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m. A half-day tour of this ancient city is included in the tour package. We will visit 

the mosque, the ancient souk (market), and the Sultan’s Palace. The Splendour of the Seas is 

overnight in the port of Muscat, Oman.

Thurs 18: 
Muscat, Oman

Free day in Muscat. Spend more time shopping in the famous souk (market), or book 



a tour with the shore excursion office and explore the wild desert regions of Oman. 

The Splendour of the Seas sails at 6:00 p.m.
Fri 19: 
Day at Sea. Relax on the ship or take part in the many activities aboard.

Sat 20: 
Abu Dhabi, UAE 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m. A half-day tour of Abu Dhabi, Capital of the United Arab Emirates is included, 

featuring the Grand Mosque, one of the most stunning architectural wonders of the world. We will visit the city center as well as the Heritage Village, Yas Island, and Ferrari World.

The Splendour of the Seas sails at 6:00 p.m.

Sun 21: 
The Splendour of the Seas arrives Dubai, UAE at 8:00 a.m.




One more full day in Dubai. Today we will visit Dubai’s latest incredible attraction, the Miracle 
Garden with over 45 million flowers! Continue to the neighboring Emirate of Sharjah for a tour
of the main sights, and time for shopping in the Grand Souk! 
For those not going to Jordan for the Petra Extension, you may take late night flights home, or

stay overnight and have one more day on your own, before flying home Monday night.

Mon 22: 
Arrival back home, or one more free day in Dubai.

Optional Extension to Jordan for Petra and the Dead Sea

Mon 22:
Early morning flights to Amman, Jordan.



Arrival in Amman. Three-hour drive to Wadi Musa, home to Petra.



Overnight at the Petra Moon Hotel in Wadi Musa.

Tues 23:
An extraordinary experience awaits you with our full day in Petra, the 'Rose-red City, Half as 



Old as Time'!! The buildings, carved out of the red sandstone canyon, mark the achievement of 


an impressive civilization, the Nabataeans, dating back to 312 BC! Entrance is by means of a 


narrow passage, called the Siq, where the red rock walls tower ever high. The first glimpse of the



Treasury will remain blazed in your memory forever. For the ambitious, a hike 900 steps up to 



the Monastery will reward you with great vistas.



Overnight at the Petra Moon Hotel

Wed 24:
We will change scenery completely today as we drive through the badlands and then drop down


to 1400 feet below sea level to the incomparable Dead Sea. By early afternoon we will arrive at



the beautiful Holiday Inn Resort Dead Sea and head for the water. You must try the Dead Sea



Mud Bath and float in the salty water. Yes, you really can read a newspaper while floating on 



your back. The hotel also boasts swimming pools and hot tubs, as well as a full-service spa.



Overnight at the Holiday Inn Resort Dead Sea (Jordan)
Thurs 25:
Relax and enjoy the resort all morning, until we depart early afternoon. We will make our way


back up into the highlands and make a stop at the ancient Roman ruins of Jerash. We will also do



some touring of Jordan's capital city, Amman, and have dinner, before heading to the airport for



late-night flights back to the US. 
PRICE

The cost of the cruise and pre-cruise tour (not including air) is: 

$2395 per person double occupancy in an outside cabin 
$2795 per person double occupancy in a balcony cabin 
$3195 per person double occupancy in a Jr. suite
Rates for singles, triples, other suites, and inside cabins available on request. 
Optional extension to Jordan for Petra and the Dead Sea (includes flight from Dubai to Amman, Jordan)

$950 per person double occupancy 

$1250 per person sole occupancy 
INCLUDED in the tour price: 

* 1-week cruise on the RCCL Splendour of the Seas with all meals included 
* Government fees and taxes for the cruise 
* Fuel Surcharge for the cruise

* GRATUITIES on the cruise for cabin steward, waiter, and other staff!
* 3-night pre-cruise tour in Dubai in the 5-star Radisson Sheraton Deira Creek in the heart of Dubai 
* Breakfast each morning in Dubai
* High Tea (lunch) at the 7-Star Burj al Arab 
* Ascent of the Burj Khalifa, World's Tallest Building
* 1/2 Day Tour of ancient Dubai 
* 1/2 Day Desert Safari with Bedouin Dinner 
* Full Day Tour of Dubai by Metro
* 1/2 Day Tour of Modern Dubai 
* 1/2 Day Tour of Muscat, Oman 
* 1/2 Day Tour of Abu Dhabi, UAE 
* 1/2 Day Mountain Safari in Khasab, Oman
* Transfers to/from Dubai airport 

NOT Included in the tour price: 

* Items of a personal nature

* Your shopping allowance for the Fabulous Markets!! 
* 1 lunch and 1 dinner in Dubai before the cruise
* Trip Insurance 

DEPOSITS: 
Upon Registration:
$500, though the sooner the better for cabin allocation.
October 15, 2015:
Balance of the Tour Price
CANCELLATION: 
All payments are refundable until October 15. Thereafter trip insurance provides protection should you have to cancel based on a doctor-verified medical reason. 

AIR: Air is not included, but I’m happy to help anyone with booking air. Depending on your departure city, air will probably be about $1000 to $1300. Delta Airlines has a nonstop flight from Atlanta to Dubai, departing about 9:30 p.m. and arriving in Dubai the following evening, just in time to check into the hotel and go to bed! The flight isn't quite as long as it sounds – there is a 9-hour time difference. United offers nonstop service from Washington Dulles to Dubai with similar timings and Emirates offers nonstops from New York and Houston. 

INSURANCE is strongly recommended. Comprehensive, medical/cancellation insurance is available through numerous insurance companies like Allianz, Travel Guard, or Travelex. RCCL offers relatively inexpensive trip insurance for all passengers, which covers the cost of the cruise and medical, but does NOT cover the non-cruise portion of the tour, so if you want full trip coverage, consider insurance through one of the major carriers or through your own insurance company. I’m happy to give further information on insurance providers.
NOTE: Passports must be valid for at least 6 Months after the end of our trip, at least thru August 15, 2016!

Deposits and payments may be made by check, made out to Kent’s Tours, and mailed to the address below.
Salam! 
Kent Kauffman 
Kent’s Tours
311 S. Grand

Bozeman, MT 59715
kentkauffman@ymail.com
Tel. 406-586-5078

HOTEL: The 5-Star Sheraton Deira Creek is a beautiful property in downtown Dubai within walking distance of the Dubai Metro Union Station, shopping, and strolls along Deira Creek. 
Click here for a link to our fabulous 5-star Sheraton Deira Creek Hotel in Dubai: http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=408
SHIP: The RCCL Splendour of the Seas was put into service in 1996, but was fully refurbished a few years ago. It is one of RCCL's smaller ships, with only 1800 passengers. At 69,000 tons, she can accommodate 3000 passengers. The passenger mix will be more European than similar cruises in the Caribbean, but prices on board are in US dollars and English is the dominant language.

Click here for a link to reviews on the RCCL Splendour of the Seas:

http://www.cruisecritic.com/reviews/review.cfm?ShipID=81
Click here to see the photo site of our 2015 Cruise/Tour:

https://picasaweb.google.com/116177131911477299533/2015FebruaryFabulousDubaiAndArabianNights?noredirect=1
B o n   V o y a g e!
